
www.house-magazine.net HOUSE, March/April  2010   155

back, “You think this is tragic?
That's tragic,” he said, pointing to
a beautiful six year-old child
across the way.  

Years later, a story on
News 12 about a mom fighting
her insurance company caught
Kevin's eye.  The insurance com-
pany wouldn't pay for an $89,000
experimental operation for her
son.  The child suffered from
severe brain tremors and needed
the surgery to be done at John
Hopkins in Maryland.  Kevin and
Alan had just signed a large con-

tract.  They decided to share
their good fortune anonymously
with Bradley and his family by
paying for the operation.
Miraculously, the child survived
and thrived.  Soon after, Kevin
heard about another child and
family who needed help, and
another.  It was almost as if these
children were a sign prompting
Kevin to take further action.  He
and Alan reached out to ten of
their closest friends, including
their accountant and attorney,
and anyone else who had “some-
thing to bring to the table” to
give their services, time and
money.  

Fundraising began and
their first planned event at the
Riverhead Aquarium hoped to
raise $30,000 by bringing 100
people together.  Instead, a
turnout of 500 raised $250,000!
Every year since, the numbers
have been growing, but so has
the need.  Children's hospitals
and social workers, friends of
families affected, and general

word of mouth has increased
requests for help.  The organiza-
tion is filled with fear that they
may not be able to assist all who
desperately need them.  To date,
over 400 families have received
assistance in many ways, includ-
ing help with purchasing cars to
get children back and forth to
treatment, mortgage payments
and, sadly, funeral costs.  

Remarkably, parents and
grandparents who have lost a
child and have been recipients of
help from Contractors for Kids
are now volunteers in the organi-
zation, despite how hard it must
be to relive the pain.  For most
of us, because it is so heartbreak-
ing, it's not something we want
to hear about, but Kevin and his
team want us to.  “Awareness is
what we need more than
money,” he states.  “It could be

any of us tomorrow and I believe
people are good at heart.  Most
people will do whatever they can
to the best of their ability.  We
just need to redefine their abili-
ty,” he continues.  “It's not about
giving a lot of money.  It's about
giving - time, talent, whatever
you can.  I'd love to raise a mil-
lion dollars this year, $1 at a
time.  Then I'd know that a mil-
lion people care.”  

The Contractors for Kids
Gala this January was held at
Crest Hollow Country Club.  I
was honored and humbled to be
their mistress of ceremonies.  It
was an evening of tears, hope
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Still in its infancy,
Contractors for Kids has
become somewhat of a

phenomenon.

Founders of Contractors for Kids,
Kevin Harney and Alan Nahmias

with Natalie Weinstein

2010 Upcoming Events

March 21, 2010
CFK Bowl-A-Thon
Commack & Bay Shore Lanes

May 15, 2010
5K Run
R.C. Murphy Jr. High School

June 14, 2010
CFK Golf Outing
Southward Ho Country Club

September 11, 2010
Annual Picnic
Southaven County Park

October 3, 2010
CFK Walk-A-Thon
Holtsville Ecology Park
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